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2025 ORGANIZATION-WIDE PLANNED ACTIVITIES & MEETINGS

Baltimore
SISTER CITIES

BSC Annual
Membership Meeting
& BSC Board
Leadership Election

Conduct annual
general membership FEB
meeting to vote for 25
directors of the board,
approve 2024 report and 2025 plan.
Followed by first BSC board meeting
of the year, to elect executive officers
and non-voting directors.

Asian/Pacific
American Heritage
Month (APAHM)

Annual event that cele-
brates Asian and Pacific MAY
Islander cultures and the
contributions of their communities
to Baltimore. Our Asian sister city
committees (Changwon, Kawasaki,
Xiamen) will collaborate on an arts
event in Station North Arts District.

Baltimore
Immigration Summit

Attend the annual summit

hosted by Towson Uni- MAY
versity, Baltimore Mayor's 0
Office of Immigrant Affairs

(MIMA), and Baltimore County.

Sister Cities
International
Annual Meeting

Have a BSC rep-
resentative attend JUL

the annual business 21 -23

meeting virtually.

WTCI Annual Maryland
State of the Ports

BSC supports World Trade
Center Institute (WTCI) by DEC
promoting and attending

the event and inviting embassies to
host tables at the reception.

Enoch Pratt Library —
Sister City Exchange

Support Baltimore library system’s
new CEO in his goal to build connec-
tions with libraries in our sister cities.

BSC Social Event

Host a networking event for existing
and prospective BSC members to
promote BSC and grow our network.
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ABOUT US

Baltimore Sister Cities (BSC)
is a non-profit, volunteer-run
organization that aims to
promote mutual economic
development, educational,
cultural, health/environmental
and other cooperation and
exchanges between
Baltimore City, Maryland, and
its international Sister Cities.

BSC is composed of Sister
City Committees dedicated
to managing these relation-
ships. BSC’s activities are
designed to benefit the City,
its residents and the business
community by supporting the
Mayoral Initiatives of the City
and the goals of the Sister
Cities International
organization.

baltimoresistercities.org
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Baltimore-Changwon Sister City Committee EsH<d

KEY ACTIVITIES

Haunted Koreas Artists: Mina Cheon with Kim Il Soon. An exhibition at Towson Uni-
Art Exhibiti versity's Asian Arts & Culture Center with global activist artist Mina FEB
Tt Exupiion Cheon’s series of “Unification Dream” paintings, a new perspective MTXY
on the flags of a unified Korea. Each of these paintings, born from
the artist’s stream of unconsciousness, is a powerful peace protest, shedding
light on the intricacies of communication, love, and a shared vision of a har-
monious future for North and South Korea. The call for unification within the
Koreas is a concerted effort to desire peace on earth, because to dream for
global peace is about healing and reconciliation of tempered worlds divided.
The opening reception on February 22 is co-sponsored by BCSCC and the
Korean American Foundation — Greater Washington.

more info[]

Asia North Festival BCSCC will participate again in Baltimore’s Asia North Festival, an
. . P annual festival celebrating APAHM month that is coordinated by MAY
dunng Asian/Pacific Towson University's Asian Arts & Culture Center. BCSCC will host a

American Heritage walking tour showcasing the Charles North neighborhood’s Koreatown history
Month (APAHM) and Korean cuisine.

2025 FUNDRAISING GOAL
$1,000
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https://baltimoresistercities.org/haunted-koreas/

,

7
Baltimore-Gbarnga Sister City Committee

KEY ACTIVITIES

Combatting
Human Trafficking

Participant in the global research team under the auspices of United Nations’
Mission 89 organization and the United Kingdom. Research project about
reducing human trafficking in and through sports, crafted by Dr. Serhat Yilmaz
from Loughborough University’s School of Sport, Exercise and Health Sciences
(SSEHS) in the UK, and Ambassador Olawale Maiyegun, former Director of
the Department of Social Affairs, African Union Commission.

Collaborations

* Collaborate with Johns Hopkins University on programming.

e Collaborate with Bong County, the county where Gbargna is located.

Agricultural
Development Youth and
Women Empowerment

The agribusiness initiative is expected to be an extension of the existing
programs ‘Ending Period Poverty’, “Teaching Teens to Fish,” and United
Nation’s Combatting Human Trafficking.

Youth Cultural
Enrichment

2025 FUNDRAISING GOAL
(None)

A 2025 Youth Cultural Exchange Program is being developed with members
of tri-lingual African diaspora communities.
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Baltimore-Kawasaki Sister City Committee

KEY ACTIVITIES

Japan Film Program

more info[7

This ongoing bimonthly screening series of classic Japanese films is organized
by BKSCC in partnership with the Dean'’s Office of Towson University College
of Fine Arts and Communication (COFAC), along with the Asian Arts & Culture
Center at Towson University and its Director, Joanna Pecore. Films are hosted
by and from the private collection of Reed Hessler, longtime host on WBJC.

Picnics

Hanami — BKSCC's annual Japanese style “flower viewing” spring
celebration at Fort McHenry National Park in Baltimore with a
traditional Japanese picnic enjoyed under flowering cherry trees.

APR

Spring Picnic — BKSCC's annual committee spring picnic at
Patapsco Valley State Park, with a modest hike followed by
Japanese food at a pavilion rented by BKSCC.

JUN

Asia North Festival
during Asian/Pacific
American Heritage
Month (APAHM)

“Veiled Forms” exhibition at Bogus Gallery in Station North Arts
District, featuring artists with Chinese, Japanese, Korean and MAY
Filipino backgrounds, with special event with an artists talk.

The Kawasaki Sister City Committee is taking the lead on organizing this,
with support from the Changwon and Xiamen committees.

Kawasaki International
Festival

BKSCC will provide assistance to its counterparts in Kawasaki for an exhibit at
the annual Kawasaki International Festival.

Japan Day - Aki Matsuri
(Fall Festival)

2025 FUNDRAISING GOAL

$4,450

An annual cultural exposition in Columbia MD, hosted by
Maryland-Kanagawa Sister States Committee in collaboration with
BKSCC, Misako Ballet, the Japanese Area at UMBC, and Matcha
Time Gift Shop.

OCT



https://www.bkscc.org/news-events/japan-film-program
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Luxor & Alexandria Sister City Committee

KEY ACTIVITIES

Nurse Training

In 2023, BLASCC and the Alexandria Sister City Committee collaborated

to strengthen emergency/trauma nurse preparedness in Alexandria, Egypt.
BLASCC sent Egyptian-American nurse Nora Mady to train emergency room
nurses at the Egyptian High Institute of Public Health in Alexandria, Egypt.
One week of in-person training in emergency room procedures was provided
to 16 nurses. This successful initiative will be repeated in 2025.

Flavors of Egypt:
A Magical Spice Journey

2025 FUNDRAISING GOAL

$4,000

A ticketed fundraiser event hosted by BLASCC; created to shed
light on some of the Egyptian cuisine’s most popular and unique
spices. The event is interactive where guests will get to experience
the smell and taste of the different spices and their versatile applications.
They will also enjoy live music, henna art and a dinner featuring the national
dish of Egypt.

SPRING

————> ALEXANDRIA
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Baltimore-Odesa Sister City Committee

KEY ACTIVITIES

Arts/Cultural Exchanges

Facilitate exchanges with Ukraine’s National Library, headquartered in Odesa
and Enoch Pratt Library, Baltimore, and with artists at Grekov Odesa Art School
and Maryland Institute of College Art (MICA).

Law Educational
Exchange

Facilitate exchanges with Odesa law professors and Baltimore law schools,
in addition to existing ancillary programs or mock trial programs

Medical Supplies

Facilitate medical supplies from India for Odesa hospitals.

Explore a Sister States
Program

Increase economic development for the ports of Baltimore and Odesa
by including the controlling authorities — the State of Maryland and
Odesa Oblast — in a sister state program.

50th Year Anniversary
Baltimore-Odesa Sister
Cities

Celebrate BOSCC's 50th anniversary. The Odesa contingent would like to
come to Baltimore to help celebrate if the war is over.

Other Initiatives

2025 FUNDRAISING GOAL

$5,000

Continue initiatives begun during a previous visit to Ukraine, including Odesa,
by Chair Karina Mandell in which previously established bonds were strength-
ened and new connections were made with people and organizations in
Odesa, etc.
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Baltimore-Rotterdam Sister City Committee

KEY ACTIVITIES

Baltimore-Rotterdam M:;lr?h: Lftndfer th'e;/lleaders;iaoLPr.of. C;;istsinli M:erfl'R/, s;:dents MAR

. and faculty from Morgan State University School of Architec-
Arc}‘_nftemcture EXChange ture+Planning (MSU SA+P) travel to Rotterdam, joined by Bal- AER
more info

timore Department of Planning’ staff. The trip includes design

workshops, visits to design firms and architecture schools, tours, side trips to
other cities, and more. Community-centered design, placekeeping, and social
sustainability are the key themes for this year’s trip.

April: City planners, community organizers, professionals, and faculty/
researchers from Rotterdam and Amsterdam will reciprocate the exchange

by coming to Baltimore. They will participate in a design workshop and
discussion panels, and learn about methodologies and local initiatives for
community-led urban development in Baltimore.

Also, another edition of the Ghana/Netherlands architecture student
internship program is planned (facilitated by Prof. coleman e. jordan).

Baltimore-Rotterdam Walk On By is an exhibition of Baltimore.and Rotterdam artists MAR
Exhibition and Artists from the Black diaspora, curated by Baltimore curator Joy Davis.

Collaborative project with Creative Alliance (Baltimore) and TENT TON

EXChange (Rotterdam). Following the 2024 edition in Baltimore, the exhi- JU

more info [ bition is on view in Rotterdam late March to early June 2025. The Baltimore
artists and the curator travel to Rotterdam for a cultural exchange in March
2025. Community engagement activities are a key part of the program.

C

Sister Clty Scu]pture Continue planning and fundraising for the installment of the seal sculpture
from Rotterdam at the Baltimore Museum of Industry and for accompanying
educational materials.

Economic Delegations Support Netherlands Embassy and Maryland Commerce with economic
delegations visiting the Baltimore/MD region in 2025, including a delegation

in early June when the clipper ship ‘Stad Amsterdam’ is in Baltimore.

2025 FUNDRAISING GOAL

$33,875
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https://baltimoresistercities.org/walk-on-by/
https://baltimoresistercities.org/architecture-exchange-2025/
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Baltimore-Xiamen Sister City Committee

KEY ACTIVITIES

K-12 Education

Expand upon collaborations with K-12 schools in Baltimore City — and beyond
—including, but not limited to, continuing the summer Youth Ambassadors
student travel program.

Arts & Culture

Celebrate the Lunar New Year in collaboration with area schools, businesses,
and other organizations, including with an open-to-the public celebration at
Bard High School Early College (BHSEC) Baltimore.

Support local arts and culture programs such as the annual Asia North
Festival arts and culture celebration and Baltimore City’s Asian / Pacific Ameri-
can Heritage Month celebration.

Business Outreach

Engage more with area businesses, especially in Asian American / Pacific
Islander (AAPI) businesses’ expansion efforts and local businesses’ outreach to
the AAPI community and to potential partners in Xiamen - including through
serving as the Baltimore host for the National Council on U.S.-China Relations’
annual CHINA Town Hall event.

Health & Environment

Continue dialogues with organizations looking to collaborate in best practices
in the health and environment arenas in Baltimore and/or Xiamen

Baltimore-Xiamen 40th
Year Anniversary

2025 FUNDRAISING GOAL

$43,250

Celebrate the 40th anniversary of the Baltimore-Xiamen sister city relationship
in collaboration with partners in Baltimore, Xiamen, and beyond.
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