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2024 ORGANIZATION-WIDE ACCOMPLISHMENTS

Conducted annual  
general membership 
meeting to vote for 
directors of the board, 
approved 2023 report and 2024 
plan, and celebrated our volunteers. 
BSC established a new category of 
membership (Unaffiliated) for people 
who want to support BSC but are not 
members of a specific committee. 
Followed by first BSC board meeting 
of the year, to elect the President, 
Treasurer and an alternate board rep 
for BXSCC, and approved the 2023  
financial report.

BSC Annual  
Membership Meeting  
& BSC Board  
Leadership Election

JAN

31

BSC’s Asian sister city com-
mittees (BCSCC, BKSCC, 
BXSCC) sponsored “Into 
The Calligraphy”exhibition 
with an opening reception on May 31 
featuring a performance by master 
calligrapher Setsuhi Shiraishi and art-
ist Lucia Liu. Exhibition on view May 
31 - June 2 at Atrium Artspace. Part-
ners: Asia North Festival 2024 (Tow-
son University Asian Arts & Culture 
Center) and MIMA (Mayor’s Office of 
Immigrant Affairs). With support from 
T. Rowe Price Foundation.

Asian/Pacific  
American Heritage 
Month (APAHM):  
Into the Calligraphy

MAY

31

Aug 22 – Johns Hopkins University 
(JHU) Democracy Day  
Community Engagement Fair:  
BSC table

Nov 12 – R. House in Baltimore:  
BSC networking & recruiting 

BSC Outreach Events
Apr 6 – BSC’s International Women’s 
Day celebration 

Aug 2,3,4 – Artscape: BSC table

BSC at Artscape festival

BSC supported World 
Trade Center Institute 
(WTCI) by promoting and 
attending the event and 
supporting embassies with hosting 
tables at the reception.

WTCI Annual Maryland 
State of the Ports

DEC

6

more info

BSC at Johns Hopkins University

ABOUT US
Baltimore Sister Cities (BSC)  
is a non-profit, volunteer-run  
organization that aims to 
promote mutual economic 
development, educational, 
cultural, health/environmental 
and other cooperation and 
exchanges between  
Baltimore City, Maryland, and 
its international Sister Cities. 

BSC is composed of Sister 
City Committees dedicated 
to managing these relation-
ships. BSC’s activities are 
designed to benefit the City, 
its residents and the business 
community by supporting the 
Mayoral Initiatives of the City 
and the goals of the Sister 
Cities International  
organization.

baltimoresistercities.org

https://baltimoresistercities.org/apahm2024/
http://baltimoresistercities.org
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Total Assets
 AS OF DEC 31, 2024

BSC, Inc. – $ 1,976.01

BCSCC $ 2,394.96

BGSCC $ 329.28

BKSCC $ 16,467.21

BLASCC $ 6,256.86

BOSCC $ 8,088.83

BPSCC $ 1,000.00

BRSCC $ 15,208.99

BXSCC $ 19,858.73

TOTAL $ 67,628.85

Total Deposits in 2024
$58,232.82
For funds raised by each Sister City  
Committee: See each committee’s 
section in this report.

VOLUNTEER HOURS
Over 4,000 hours in 2024

BSC O!cers
President
John Facelo 
Jan 31, 2024 – Jan 31, 2026

Vice President
Mark White 
Dec 13, 2023 – Aug 12, 2024 

Nancy Taylor 
Nov 18, 2024 – Feb 25, 2025

Treasurer
Wing Lam 
Jan 31, 2024 – Dec 10, 2024 

Jay Gordon 
Dec 10, 2024 – Jan 31, 2026

Secretary
Fontaine Bell 
Dec 7, 2022 – Feb 29, 2024 
Jun 25, 2024 – Dec 31, 2024

BSC Board Members
Mayor’s Office Representative
Nina Themelis  
Jan 31, 2024 – Jan 31, 2026 

Mayor’s Office of Immigrant Affairs
(MIMA) Representative
Masuma Lonczak 
Feb 15, 2023 – Feb 29, 2025 

Baltimore Development  
Corporation (BDC) Representative
William Cawthern 
Jan 31, 2024 – Jan 31, 2026

Baltimore Office of Promotion  
& the Arts (BOPA) Representative
Rachel Graham 
Jun 24, 2024 – Dec 5, 2024 

BCSCC Representative
Michelle Lee 
Jan 31, 2024 – Jan 31, 2026 

BGSCC Representative
Luana Kiandoli 
Jan 31, 2024 – Jan 31, 2026 

BKSCC Representative
Jay Gordon 
Feb 15, 2023 – Feb 29, 2025 

BLASCC Representative
Jon Davol 
Jan 31, 2024 – Jan 31, 2026 

BOSCC Representative 
Karina Mandell 
Jan 31, 2024 – Jan 31, 2026 

BRSCC Representative
Gary Davison 
Jan 31, 2024 – Jan 31, 2026 

BXSCC Representative
Hosea Chew 
Feb 15, 2023 – Feb 29, 2025 

Xin (Cindy) Wang (Alternate) 
Jan 31, 2024 – Jan 31, 2026 

2024 ORGANIZATION

14 board members  
        as of Dec 31, 2024 

      14 voting | 0 non-voting

 

 8  board meetings

 8 executive team meetings

 4 finance committee meetings

Baltimore City Grant 
Challenges
Baltimore city government typically 
provides a yearly reimbursement to 
Baltimore Sister Cities to help  
cover its operating expenses.  
Due to changes in the city’s payment  
processes and other challenges,  
Baltimore Sister Cities did not 
receive the anticipated funding in 
2022, 2023, and 2024. The lack  
of funding support constrained  
our activities. 
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2024 KEY ACCOMPLISHMENTS

In April 2024, the city of Changwon gifted to the city of Baltimore three min-
iature sculptures and a drawing of a meeting with Baltimore Mayor Brandon 
Scott and Changwon Deputy Mayor Myungrae Cho that took place in 2023 at 
Baltimore City Hall. The sculptures were installed at Baltimore City hall in No-
vember 2024. They are by Moon Shin, an internationally recognized sculptor 
whose accomplishments include “The Harmony of the Olympics,” a 25 meter 
monument in Seoul Olympic Park commemorating the 1988 Seoul Olympic 
Games. Changwon is the home of a museum of art created by Moon Shin.

Changwon Sister City 
Gifts to Baltimore

BCSCCBaltimore-Changwon Sister City Committee

An annual international youth art exchange project via Baltimore 
and Changwon, with youth group art workshops. The 2024 edition 
of this international effort included an arts and crafts workshop 
at Towson University for middle school students from New Song Academy 
in Baltimore. Simultaneously, Changwon City organized an art contest for 
Changwon students to share an online art exhibition with the New Song 
Academy students. Changwon City also had a physical exhibition at Chang-
won City Hall. BCSCC posted their art on BCSCC’s website.

Baltimore Changwon 
Young Art Circle  
(BCYAC 2024)

SPRING

BCSCC participated in Baltimore’s Asia North Festival, an annual 
festival celebrating APAHM month that is coordinated by Towson 
University’s Asian Arts & Culture Center. BCSCC hosted a  
Koreatown walking tour showcasing Charles North neighborhood’s  
Koreatown history and Korean cuisine, and supported a Samul Nori perfor-
mance (Korean percussion) from the local Han Pan Korean Cultural Center.

Asia North Festival 
during Asian/Pacific  
American Heritage 
Month (APAHM)

MAY

Changwon’s gifts to Baltimore: Drawing and 3 miniature sculptures Walking tour of historic landmarks in Koreatown

more info

Documented the experiences of select individual Korean immi-
grants who came to Baltimore during the period 1883–2024, in 
a research paper called “Korean Immigrants and Their Legacy 
in Baltimore.” Author: Michelle Lee; Principal Assistant: Joanna 
Chang, University of Maryland. Central Baltimore Partnership and the Korean 
American Foundation-Greater Washington are the sponsors for this project.

Korean Immigrant  
History in Baltimore

MAY

26more info

TOTAL FUNDS RAISED IN 2024COMMITTEE MEMBERSHIP 2024 FUNDRAISING GOAL

including fundraising, donations,  
& membership dues

$2,000 $1,0003 members as of Dec 2024
 3 Regular | 0 Associate 
No committee meetings in 2024

https://www.baltimorechangwon.org/home/bcyac
https://kafgw.org/wp-content/uploads/2025/01/Korean-Immigrants-and-Their-Legacy-in-Baltimore.pdf
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2024 KEY ACCOMPLISHMENTS
BGSCCBaltimore-Gbarnga Sister City Committee

2024 FUNDRAISING GOAL TOTAL FUNDS RAISED IN 2024COMMITTEE MEMBERSHIP

$10,0008 members as of Dec 2024

26 committee meetings in 2024

$132
5 Regular | 3 Honorary

Participant in the global research team under the auspices of United Nations’ 
Mission 89 organization and the United Kingdom. Research project about 
reducing human trafficking in and through sports, crafted by Dr. Serhat Yilmaz 
from Loughborough University’s School of Sport, Exercise and Health Sciences 
(SSEHS) in the UK, and Ambassador Olawale Maiyegun, former Director of 
the Department of Social Affairs, African Union Commission.

Combatting  
Human Tra!cking

An international fashion show was held in Baltimore in 2024 to raise awareness 
about the issue of “period poverty.” Feminine hygiene products are not easily 
acquired or accessible in many parts of the world. This severely impacts three 
developmental /empowerment aspects: health challenges, economic problems, 
and education. Provision of these items have proven to be significantly effective 
in making a difference in the increased quality of life for girls and women. Ending 
Period Poverty project is led by Eta Beta Omega Chapter of AKA Sorority Afri-
can Alliance and friends. USA POC: Sia Barbara Kamara

Ending Period Poverty

Left to right: Jumine Weekie, Gbarnga City Council member; Alice Garmo, 
Bong County Women’s Organization; Joel Maybury, Deputy Chief of Mission 
at U.S. Embassy in Liberia; Anita Rennie, City Council member; Alex Mulbah, 
Administrative Assistant to the Mayor; and Lucia Herbert, Mayor of Gbarnga.

Youth cultural enrichment activities in Maryland and Liberia.Other activities
JHU Democracy Day — BGSCC Chair Luana Kiandoli participated 
in this event with orientation activities for new students providing 
opportunities to interact with local and extended communities and 
to become active in the democratic philosophy of our society.

AUG

22
Sister City Relationships — BGSCC sought to recruit a new Liberian City 
(Paynesville) with Mayoral interest, request, and representative.  
BGSCC collaborated with BSC in exploring a potential new sister city rela-
tionships with Nepal at event with Mr. Chiri Babu Maharjan, Mayor of Lalitpur 
Metropolitan City, and with Vietnam.

BGSCC Chair at Johns Hopkins ‘200 
Years of Returns’ Commemorative 
Honors Celebration with Baltimore 
and Virginia youth theatrical groups
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2024 KEY ACCOMPLISHMENTS

Bonenkai celebration

Bonenkai is a traditional end-of-year celebration in Japan. This 
year’s edition of BKSCC’s annual Bonenkai celebration was hosted 
by the gracious proprietor of Ramen Utsuke restaurant. Japanese 
embassy members provided sake for the event.

Bonenkai DEC

14

An annual cultural exposition in Columbia MD, hosted by Mary-
land-Kanagawa Sister States Committee in collaboration with 
BKSCC, Misako Ballet, the Japanese Area at UMBC, and Matcha 
Time Gift Shop.

Japan Day - Aki Matsuri 
(Fall Festival) 

OCT

27

BKSCCBaltimore-Kawasaki Sister City Committee

2024 FUNDRAISING GOALCOMMITTEE MEMBERSHIP

$50021 members as of Dec 2024
 14 Regular | 7 Associate 

10 committee meetings in 2024

TOTAL FUNDS RAISED IN 2024

$3,453 
including fundraising, donations,  
& membership dues

Japan Film Program at Towson University

After a successful roll out in 2023, the Japan Film Program  
continued in 2024. This bimonthly screening series of classic Japanese films is 
organized by BKSCC in partnership with the Dean’s Office of Towson Univer-
sity College of Fine Arts and Communication (COFAC), along with the Asian 
Arts & Culture Center at Towson University and its Director, Joanna Pecore. 
Films are hosted by and from the private collection of Reed Hessler, longtime 
host on WBJC. The series continues in 2025.

Japan Film Program
more info

Picnics Hanami — BKSCC’s annual Japanese style “flower viewing” spring  
celebration, held again at Fort McHenry National Park in  
Baltimore this year, with a traditional Japanese picnic enjoyed 
under flowering cherry trees.

APR

7
Spring Picnic — BKSCC’s annual committee spring picnic at  
Patapsco Valley State Park, with a modest hike followed by Japa-
nese food at a pavilion rented by BKSCC.

JUN

9

BKSCC and the Asian Arts & Culture Center at Towson University 
hosted a screening of Silent Fallout by Hideaki Ito — the unknown 
story of victims of nuclear testing, followed by a panel discussion 
with the director and local speakers.

JUL

27

Japan Day - Aki Matsuri 2024

https://baltimoresistercities.org/japan-film-program/
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2024 KEY ACCOMPLISHMENTS

BLASCC collaborated with Montgomery County Middle Eastern 
American Advisory Committee and Montgomery County Public 
Library to host three virtual author conversations featuring Philip 
Metres (Fugitive / Refuge), Jessica Jacobs (unalone),  
Susan Muaddi Darraj (Behind You is the Sea), and Sam Mak  
(Muslim Mythbusting). 

Stories to Broaden  
Understanding:  
Author Conversations

SEP 
TO

NOV

BLASCC visited Woodmoor Elementary School’s second graders 
during their World Cultures Week. The session featured engaging 
discussions, where students learned about the history, culture, 
and daily life of ancient Egypt through fun facts and captivating stories. To 
bring history to life, BLASCC showcased a collection of small artifacts that 
helped recreate the atmosphere of ancient Egypt. The children were excited 
to examine these items up close, sparking their curiosity and deepening their 
engagement; they eagerly participated by asking insightful questions, show-
ing a genuine interest in learning more about ancient Egypt.

Woodmoor Elementary 
School — Ancient Egypt 
Learning Session

APR

BLASCC committee members hosted a dinner for Tazneem Mo-
hammed from Luxor, who shared a presentation about the life and 
culture of her hometown.

Visitor from Luxor DEC

BLASCCLuxor & Alexandria Sister City Committee 

COMMITTEE MEMBERSHIP

17 members as of Dec 2024
 11 Regular | 4 Associate 
 1 Corporate | 1 Honorary 

13 committee meetings in 2024

2024 FUNDRAISING GOAL
(None)

TOTAL FUNDS RAISED IN 2024
(None)

BLASCC members welcomed Tzaneem Mohammed from Luxor  
(second from left) to Maryland.

Author conversation series with three 
virtual events
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2024 KEY ACCOMPLISHMENTS

Peabody In the Stacks: Music of Ukraine — BOSCC coordinated 
with the Peabody Institute to host a performance of Ukrainian music 
in the stacks of the Peabody Library, with flutist Denis Savelyev,  
pianist Radoslawa Jasik, and bandurist Larisa Pastuchiv.

Cultural Forces Concert — BOSCC arranged for soldier-musicians 
in the Cultural Forces of Ukraine on their ‘Thank You, America’ tour 
to perform at the St. Michael the Archangel Ukrainian Catholic 
Church in Baltimore, followed by a reception.

Music Performances SEP

22
OCT

15

War Up Close — Virtual reality (VR) exhibit at Johns Hopkins Uni-
versity - MICA Film Centre. Co-hosted by Johns Hopkins Universi-
ty, BOSCC, Saul Zaentz Innovation Fund, Balti Virtual. more info

more info

more info

BOSCC organized and participated in events marking the 2nd year of war 
since 2022 Russian invasion of Ukraine, including:

2nd Year Anniversary of  
Russian Invasion

Слава Україні! Slava Ukraini! Glory to Ukraine! Posters from 
the Odesa City Letters Project — Exhibition at the Maryland  
Institute College of Art (MICA), Feb 19 – Mar 15. Opening re-
ception for the public including Ukrainian food, music. Speakers:  
BOSCC Chair Karina Mandell and Alexander Tochilovsky of the  
Cooper Union Museum, NY.

BOSCCBaltimore-Odesa Sister City Committee

2024 FUNDRAISING GOALCOMMITTEE MEMBERSHIP

$10,0007 members as of Dec 2024
 6 Regular | 1 Associate 

20 committee meetings in 2024

TOTAL FUNDS RAISED IN 2024

$5,000
including fundraising, donations,  
& membership dues

Documentary about the war Cultural Forces Concert in Baltimore
Odesa City Letters Project poster exhibi-
tion marking 2 years of Russian invasion

FEB 
TO

MAR
more info

Film screening — Arranged for the Oscar-winning documentary 
“20 Days in Mariupol”, Mstyslav Chernov’s documentary about the 
human toll of the war in Ukraine, to be shown free of charge to the 
public at Harbor East Theater.

FEB

BOSCC members were instrumental in procuring two proclama-
tions of support and solidarity for Ukraine and its fight for indepen-
dence, from the city government of Baltimore and the state gov-
ernment of Maryland. BOSCC members brought public attention 
to Ukraine by wearing blue and yellow at an Orioles baseball game.  
The Orioles provided a block of tickets to BOSCC for this event.

33rd Annual  
Celebration of Ukrainian 
Independence

AUG

24

MAR

https://hub.jhu.edu/2024/03/08/war-up-close-vr-exhibit-jhu-mica-film-centre/
https://events.jhu.edu/form/in-the-stacks-music-of-ukraine
https://culturalforces.org/international/
https://baltimoresistercities.org/odesa-poster-exhibition/
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2024 KEY ACCOMPLISHMENTS
BRSCCBaltimore-Rotterdam Sister City Committee

Baltimore & Rotterdam architecture students presenting 
their design concepts at Hefhouse in Rotterdam Curator, artists, and others at Walk On By’s Baltimore opening 

Under the leadership of Prof. Cristina Murphy, students and faculty 
from Morgan State University School of Architecture+Planning (MSU 
SA+P) traveled to Rotterdam with the Baltimore Department of Plan-
ning’s director and two senior urban planners. Trip included a multi-day design 
workshop for a community center (collaboration with Rotterdam Academy for 
Architecture & Urban Design), visits to architecture firms and city planning depart-
ments, side trips to other cities. Later in 2024, an architecture student received a 
paid internship at a Rotterdam firm (program facilitated by Prof. coleman jordan).

Baltimore-Rotterdam  
Architecture Exchange
more info

MAR

Walk On By is an exhibition of Baltimore and Rotterdam artists 
from the Black diaspora, curated by Baltimore curator Joy Davis. 
Collaborative project with Creative Alliance (Baltimore) and TENT 
(Rotterdam). Baltimore edition of the exhibition: Sep 26–Dec 7, 
2024. The Rotterdam artists traveled to Baltimore for a cultural exchange in 
Sep 2024. The exhibition and the Baltimore artists go to Rotterdam in 2025.

Baltimore-Rotterdam  
Exhibition and Artists  
Exchange

SEP
TO

DEC
more info

Janet Felsten from BRSCC and Kathie diStefano from Rotterdam 
facilitated an exchange with 4th grade students at Govans Elemen-
tary (Baltimore) and students at Wereldwijzer School in Vlaardingen 
(Rotterdam suburb), with teachers Yeliz Cakmak (Vlaardingen) and Dana Livne 
(Baltimore). Students wrote letters to each other and participated in Zoom 
sessions. They practiced their writing skills while exploring what they have in 
common and what is different. Janet visited the Vlaardingen school in March. 

Elementary School  
Student Pen Pal  
Exchange

SPRING

April: The Hague’s Deputy Mayor Vavier, the city’s international af-
fairs manager, and an economic development rep visited Baltimore. 
BRSCC helped Netherlands Embassy arrange meetings for the del-
egation with Impact Hub Baltimore; Kory Bailey, Upsurge Baltimore; 
Dr Tammira Lucas, theCubeCowork; Neighborhood Design Center. BRSCC or-
ganized a walking tour of Waverly, hosted by Councilperson Ramos and joined 
by DOP city planner. The delegation met Deputy Mayor Justin Williams. Nov: 
4 persons from Baltimore attended The Hague’s annual Impact Fest for social 
impact entrepreneurs: Dr. Tammira Lucas (The Cube Cowork, TEDCO, National 
Assn of Mom Entrepreneurs, Coppin State Univ); Kelly Cross, Mateusz Różański, 
Dr. Doris Minor-Terrell from Baltimore-Social Environmental Collaborative (BSEC).

Exchange with  
The Hague APR

&
NOV

2024 FUNDRAISING GOALCOMMITTEE MEMBERSHIP

$62,42524 members as of Dec 2024
 13 Regular | 11 Associate 

9 committee meetings in 2024

TOTAL FUNDS RAISED IN 2024

$17,422
including fundraising, donations,  
& membership dues

Photo: Cristina Murphy
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https://baltimoresistercities.org/architecture-exchange-2024/
https://baltimoresistercities.org/walk-on-by/
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2024 KEY ACCOMPLISHMENTS
BXSCCBaltimore-Xiamen Sister City Committee

Support to Bard High 
School Early College 
(BHSEC)

Supported BHSEC Baltimore with grant funding for activities including a Lunar 
New Year Family Teacher’s Union Community Event, field trips to the Smithso-
nian National Museum of Asian Art, the Chinese Embassy, and Chinatown in 
Washington, D.C., and language and culture awards for top students.

In May, the BXSCC hosted a delegation led by the Deputy Mayor of Xiamen. 
BXSCC leadership visited the Xiamen Foreign Affairs Office and other Xiamen 
sites in June and July.

In-person International 
Exchanges

2024 FUNDRAISING GOALCOMMITTEE MEMBERSHIP

$3,65016 members as of Dec 2024
 11 Regular | 2 Associate 
 2 Corporate | 1 Honorary 

12 committee meetings in 2024

TOTAL FUNDS RAISED IN 2024

$29,837
including fundraising, donations,  
& membership dues

National Council on U.S.-China Relations CHINA Town Hall:  
U.S. Deputy Secretary of State Kurt Campbell discussed via 
telecast how the U.S.-China relationship affects our communities. 
Robert Daly, Director of the Kissinger Institute on China and the 
United States at the Wilson Center, led an in-person conversation reflecting 
on current issues in this very important relationship.

18th Annual  
CHINA Town Hall 

APR

9

Baltimore students and chaperones in Xiamen
Xiamen Deputy Mayor delegation received by Baltimore 
Deputy Mayor Dzirasa

Photo: Xiamen FAO

Youth in Baltimore, Xiamen, and elsewhere around the world were 
invited to join this annual contest. The 2024 theme was  
“ClimateScape: Resilient Cities for Tomorrow’s Climate”. Sixteen-
year-old CHEN Yiqi of Xiamen was named the second-place  
winner of the photography category for her piece “Urban Charm”.

Sister Cities  
International’s Young 
Audiences & Authors 
Showcase

APR
TO

AUG
more info

Seven students and four adults from the Baltimore region traveled 
to Baltimore’s sister city of Xiamen, Maryland’s sister province of 
Anhui, and China’s capital Beijing for over two weeks. In honor of 
our late treasurer and Youth Ambassadors program co-founder 
Arella Liu, the BXSCC provided special need-based funding for select  
participants under the “Arella Yan Liu Scholarship Program”.

Youth Ambassadors  
Student Travel Program

JUL 
TO

AUGmore info

https://sistercities.org/yaas/2025
https://bxscc.org/youth-ambassadors-program/

